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REMARKS 

Entry of the foregoing and reconsideration of die application identified in caption, as 
amended, pursuant to and consistent with 37 C.KR, §1.116 and in Ught of the ^marks wh.ch 
follow, are respect&lly requested. 

At the outset. Applicants thenk Examiner Patten«,„ of the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office for Ms ti™ and consideration in participating in an Interview with AppUcants' 
repr^^sentativc on February 19, 2004. The Interview Summary accurately reflects the 
substance of the Interview. 

During the interview, Applicants" representative discussed amending claim 1 to recite 
that the claimed external layer is the outemtost layer of the claimed strucmre. The Examiner 
agreed that such amendment would Ukely distinguish claim 1 from U.S. Patent No. 5.21 9.003 
(Kerschbau„er). The Examiner also agreed to consider such amendment at this stage of 
prosecution. 

By the above amendments, claim I has been amended for clarification purposes to 
recite that the external layer is the outermost layer of the multilayer structure. Support for 
this amendment can be found at least in original claim 1 and the instant specification at page 
5. lines 14-19. taken in comrection with page 12, line 26 to page 13. line 10. As discussed 
above, the Examiner has agreed to consider the above amendment at this stage of 
prosecution. 

Claim 1 has also been amended for readability purposes by replacing the phr^e "at 
lea.t one external layer" with "an externa, layer". Claim 1 has firrthcr been amended for 
readabiUty purposes by replacing the phrase "second polymer or copolymer- with "second 
.^-nuoplastic polyamide or copolyamide". Claim 3 has been amended for readabiUty 
pu^oses by replacing the tenn "the said layer" with "the layer". Claim 25 has been amended 
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for readabiUty px^poscs by replacing the tenn "the at one external layer" with "the 
external layer", consistent with the above amendment of clain, I. Entry of the above 
amendments is proper at least because they place the application either in condition 
allowance of in better form for appeal. See M.P.E.P. §714.12. 

Claims 1-12 and 19-26 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being obvious over 
U.S. Patent No. 5.219,003 iKer^chbau^r). Claim 13 stands rejected tinder 35 U.S.C. 
§103(a) as being obvious over JCerschbaumer in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,357.030 
(yanSuski./: ^ al). Claims 14-18 smd rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being obvious 
over Kcr^Mau^ in view of European- Patent Document No. 0 646 627 (EP -627). 
Withdrawal of these rejections is respectfully requested for « least the following reasons. 

Kersckbaumer discloses a multi-layered ftel line having an external layer consisting 
of impact resistance-modified l^-es of polyamide which can contain plasticizer. and of a 
middle barrier layer consisting of a polyamide substantially free of impact resistance 
modifiers (col. 2, lines 28-33). Ker^ckbau^ also discloses that an interna! layer of the 
tubing preferably consists of polyamide 6 (col. 2, lines 39 and 40). 

Ker^chbau^r does not disclose or suggest each feature of one aspect of the present 
invention as defined by claim 1. For example. Ke.schbau^er does not disclose or suggest a 
multilayer structure comprising an external layer formed fo>m a composition comprising as a 
polymer matrix the polyamide composition «cited in claim 1. wherein the external layer is 
the outermost layer of the multilayer structure. 

The Patent OflSce has asserted that the middle barrier layer disclosed by 
^....AWer corresponds to the external layer of the claimed multilayer structure (Paper 
No. 21 at page 3). However, as discussed above, claim 1 has been amended to clarify that the 
external layer is the ousermost layer of the claimed multilayer structure. By comparison, the 
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middle barrier layer ot Ker.chbaumer is, quite clearly. &e MddiS layer of KerschbaumcrS 
multi-layered fuel line. Simply p„, ,hc middle barrier layer ot Kerscf,ba,nner is. by 
defimtion. not the same as the external, outermost layer recited in claim 1. Moreover, one of 
ordinary skill in the art would not have been motivated to modify K^schbaurner by using .he 
middle barrier layer as the outermost layer of the multi-layered fuel liiK thereof. 

For at least the above reasons, it is apparent that r>o prima facie case of obviousness 
has been established with respect to JCerscAiaamer. 

VanBusktrk ct al and EP '627 fail to cure the above-described deficiencies of 
K.rscribaun>er. In this regard, the Patent Office has relied on K<„5-«faVA for disclosing 
the addition of a chain extender to polyamide 6 for the purpose of improving the physical 
characteristics of the polyamide 6 (Paper No. 17 at page 5). m addition, the Patent Office has 
relied on EP '627 for disclosing an acid-modiiied ultra low density polyethylene which is 
used as an impact modifier of polyamide 6 (Paper No. 17 at pages 5 and 6)! However, like 
Kerschbaum^, the secondary applied documents do not disclose or suggest a multilayer 
structure comprising an external layer fortned from a composition comprising as a polj^er 
matrix the polyamide composition recited in claim 1. whcn:in the external layer is the 
outermost layer of the multilayer strucmre. 

For at least the above reasons, it is apparent that no prima facie case of obviousness 
exists. Accordingly, withdrawal of the above §103(a) r^ections is respectfully requested. 

From the foregoing, further and favorable action in the form of a Notice of Allowance 
is believed to be next in order, and such action is earnestly solicited. 
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If there are any questions concerning this paper or the appHcation in general, the 
Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Burns, Doane, Swecker & Mathis, l.l.p. 

Date: March 12, 20()d . )^ _ 

Roger PLiiec 




P.O. Box 1404 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1404 
(703) 836-6620 



Registration No. 46,317 
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